
Semaphore Code

MATERIALS

aluminum foil (or waxed paper) 
dish washing liquid 
bucket or other large container of water

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Make a small boat out of aluminum foil. You can 
pattern it after Windy’s paper boat, or just shape it 
into a free form triangular boat.

2. Put some dishwashing soap on the outside back area  
of your boat.

3. Gently place your boat into the water, making sure 
the soapy part is in the water.

4. It’s fun to make more than one boat and race them!

MATERIALS

plastic soda bottle, thumb tack, toilet paper,  
baking soda, vinegar, marbles

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Make a hole in the cap of the soda bottle with a 
tack. If you can't make a hole, it’s alright. Just 
leave the cap a little loose in step 5.

2. Pour baking soda on a few sheets of toilet paper. 

3. Spread the baking soda out over each square and 
then roll up the toilet paper. 

4. Put some marbles or small stones into the  
bottom of the bottle. Then put in the rolled up  
toilet paper. 

5. Fill the bottle a quarter full of vinegar. Quickly 
put the cap on the bottle.

7. Place this in a large container of water, pool,  
or tub.

1. Fold a rectangular piece 
of paper in half (widthwise)

6. Fold the flap of paper 
at the bottom upwards.

2. Fold in half again, then 
unfold, leaving a crease.

7. Grip the bottom-centre of each 
side. Pull outwards until it is 
completely open. Then press flat.

3. Fold the top corners 
toward the centre.

8. Fold the bottom triangle 
upwards. Turn over and repeat.

4. Fold the flap of paper  
at the bottom upwards.

9. Open and flatten again 
as you did in step (7)

5. Fold both corners indicated 
backwards. Turn over. 

10. Grip the outer corners 
and pull outwards.

10. Float or decorate your 
boat. Try adding a sail.

By holding flags or handkerchiefs 
in different positions, sailors can 
send messages. Can you spell out 
your name? A secret message?

Jean-Cloud’s Soap BoatWindy’s Paper Boat Foggy’s Soda Boat
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This simple origami boat can be made out of any rectangular  
paper, even a gum wrapper or the newpaper. Small children may 
need help to make this project, but will still enjoy decorating and 
floating the finished boat.

INSTRUCTIONS


